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some scholars to suppose that they were of the Jaina per-
suasion. l In the kingdom of the Gangas, it is surprising to
learn that "Avinlta, Durvinlta, Sripurusa and Marasimha
are mentioned in copper-plate grants as maintaining, like
Manu, the castes and religious orders of the South and
making large grants of villages to Brahmins. Brahmanism
continued to preserve its old Vedic rites and sacrifices along
with the worship of other native gods who were exalted to
the Vedic pantheon. It enjoyed great patronage and even
preferential treatment from Ganga kings though they were
of Jaina persuasion".2 The policy of religious tolerance as
a royal convention continued as an enviable heritage during
their rule. Comparing the Gangas and the Kadambas, one
is struck by the admirable spirit of religious accommodation
shown by both the houses in their own way. Although
most of them were Jainas, the Gangas nourished the Brah-
min faith and the Kadambas, who were Brahmanical, sup-
ported the Jaina religion. The salutory effect of this
catholicity of outlook could be seen in the life of the people
of those times. " Inscriptions also refer to other orthodox
and heretical sects which adhered to their doctrines and
lived in amity with the followers of other religions ".*

The early Calukyas were votaries of the sacrificial
religion and devotees of God Visnu.4 They are said to
have performed a number of sacrifices including ASvamedha

1 G. M. Moraes: Kadambakula, p. 249.
*  M. V. Krssarao: The Gangas of Talkad, pp. 187-8.
*  Ibid, pp, 189-90.
*  Govind Pai:   Nrpatungana   Matavicara   (Kannada
Sahitya Parisat Patrike, XII, No. 4, pp. 250-1).